Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ofj^ , _ 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/3072003. OMB 0651-0031 
# U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
sons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



oUDSiuuLc tor rorm iwy/r i \j t 

J frTT 1 7 TDM I 

INFORMATI^DISCLO^IJRE 
STATEMENT F^W^CANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known \ 


Application Number 


10/718,820 


Filing Date 


November 21, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Alexander MILLER 


Art Unit 




Examiner Name 


- tome*** 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


4452-587 



U.S. PATE] 


NT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind-Code ,(,r 

knows) 






us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Code 1 " Number 4 * 
Kind-Code ,0ftoomo 


T>w> 




DE29 35 610 


04-09-1981 


Volkswagenwerk AG 



























































































Examiner 
Signature 


77*^ k)iA 


CoiuuSered 





• EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw tine through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 1 Sec Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspio.gov or MPEP 90 1 .04. • Enter Office that issued the document, by the two- letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year 
of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document ' Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. ' Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 1 22 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this 
form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

if imu *»#///* «Wfr/mr» in ramnlmi'm* iUm fnrm rail IJIMUPTO-QIQQ ftJM\fl*7Rfi-QlQQ\ nnH trUrt nntirm 7 



PTO/SB/08A (04-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
• • ** „ . • U.S.PatentandTrademarkOmce;U.S.DEPARTMENTOFCOMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no pejso«-arerequired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for Form 1449/PTO / y}\ 

L m B7 m m 

INFORMATION DMCLOSURI^ 
STATEMENT BY AR^UCAMr 

(Use as many sheets as necessary)™***^ 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/718,820 


Filing Date 


November 21 ,2003 


First Named Inventor 


Alexander MILLER 


Art Unit 


- 3(> fj 


Examiner Name 




Sheet 1 of I 


Attorney Docket Number 


4452-587 



U.S. PATEi 


NT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind-Code 2{,t 

kmu) 






US-5,480,128 


01-02-1996 


Cotter 








US-2003/0047399 


03-13-2003 


Miller et al. 








us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 1 ' Number 4 " 
Kind-Code i&bma 






DE 85 10 058 


08-14-1985 


Fichtel & Sachs AG 










DE 101 44 163 


04-10-2003 


ZF Sachs AG 










DE 197 44 757 


04-15-1999 


Mannesmann Sachs 










DE 198 51 019 


06-21-2000 


Mannesmann Sachs 

















































Examiner 
Signature 



Consi 



Dat< 
nsidi 



fered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 1 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at 
www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. • Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-lelier code (W1PO Standard ST.3), • For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year 
of ihc reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ' Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO 
Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime you require to complete this 
form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to ihc Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Palcots, Washington, DC 20Z3I. 

if%tf\u neeH n*xi*tnnre in rnmnlelino the farm rrtll IJtnn.PT/l.QIOO flJt(\n.7fl6-QIQQ\ nnri **lt>rt nntinn 7 



